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Writing an explanatory essay is an essential skill that helps students communicate ideas and 
information in a concise and effective manner. Whether it's for an academic assignment or a 
personal project, a well-written explanatory essay explains a topic or idea in a 
straightforward way. In this article, we will discuss the key elements of writing a clear and 
informative explanatory essay. 



1. A Strong Thesis Statement 

The thesis statement is the backbone of any explanatory essay. It is a clear and concise 
sentence that expresses the central idea or argument of the essay. In an explanatory essay, 
the thesis should present the topic and provide a brief overview of the explanation that will 
follow. A strong thesis statement helps the reader understand what the essay is about and 
sets the tone for the rest of the paper. 

For example, if you are writing an essay explaining the benefits of exercising regularly, your 
thesis could be: "Regular exercise improves physical health, mental well-being, and overall 
quality of life." 

2. Clear Structure and Organization 

A well-organized essay ensures that your ideas flow logically and coherently from one point 
to the next. An explanatory essay typically follows a standard five-paragraph structure: 
introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion. 

●​ Introduction: The introduction should start with a hook to grab the reader's attention, 
followed by background information to provide context for the topic, and end with the 
thesis statement. 

●​ Body Paragraphs: Each body paragraph should address one key point that supports 
the explanation. Begin with a topic sentence that introduces the main idea of the 
paragraph, followed by supporting details and evidence. Make sure the information is 
organized logically, and use transitions to help the reader move smoothly from one 
idea to the next. 

●​ Conclusion: The conclusion should summarize the main points of the essay and 
restate the thesis in a new way. It’s essential to wrap up the essay by reinforcing the 
key message, leaving the reader with a clear understanding of the topic. 

3. Thorough Research and Evidence 

An explanatory essay requires evidence and examples to support your explanation. This 
might include facts, statistics, quotes, or examples that help clarify the topic. It is important to 
do thorough research and gather reliable sources that back up your claims. When writing an 
essay, make sure the information is accurate and relevant to your topic. 

For example, if you're explaining how climate change affects ecosystems, you would include 
data on temperature changes, wildlife impact, and expert opinions on the subject. Providing 
factual evidence strengthens the clarity and credibility of your essay. 

4. Clear and Concise Language 

One of the most important aspects of an explanatory essay is the use of clear and concise 
language. Avoid overly complex vocabulary and long-winded sentences that could confuse 
the reader. Instead, focus on simple, direct language that communicates your point 
effectively. Break down complicated ideas into manageable parts to make them easier for 
the reader to understand. 
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Also, consider your audience. Use language that is appropriate for their level of 
understanding of the topic. Remember that the purpose of the essay is to explain the topic, 
not to confuse or overwhelm the reader with jargon. 

5. Objective Tone 

An explanatory essay should maintain an objective tone throughout. The goal is to explain a 
topic without presenting personal opinions or arguments. Avoid using emotional language or 
biased statements. Instead, focus on presenting facts and providing a neutral explanation of 
the topic. 

For example, if you are explaining how social media affects mental health, provide objective 
research findings without expressing personal opinions about social media. An objective 
tone ensures that your essay is informative and unbiased. 

6. Effective Transitions 

Transitions are essential in an explanatory essay because they guide the reader from one 
idea to the next. Using transitional words and phrases such as "for example," "in addition," 
and "therefore" helps the reader follow the flow of your argument. These transitions not only 
connect paragraphs but also maintain the overall coherence of the essay. 

7. Revision and Proofreading 

Once you have written your essay, take the time to revise and proofread. Check for 
grammatical errors, unclear sentences, and inconsistencies in the flow of ideas. It’s also 
helpful to review your essay for clarity and ensure that each section contributes to the overall 
explanation. 

In conclusion, writing an explanatory essay requires careful planning, clear structure, 
thorough research, and objective language. By focusing on these key elements, you can 
create an informative and effective essay that communicates your ideas clearly. If you're 
looking for expert assistance to help you write an explanatory essay, platforms like 
MyAssignmentHelp offer guidance to ensure your writing meets academic standards and 
achieves success. 
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